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A State is defined as having the following 
characteristics: Population, Territory, 
Sovereignty, and Government.

Could the following be properly described as 
a state?  Why or Why not?

Taylor HS The UN Iraq
Houston Mexico Texas

Harris County The USA Canada



The State
Population
A state must have people, the number of which does not directly 
relate to its existence.

Territory
A state must be comprised of land—territory with known and 
recognized boundaries.
Sovereignty
Every state is sovereign. It has supreme and absolute power 
within its own territory and decides its own foreign and domestic 
policies.
Government

Every state has a government — that is, it is 
politically organized.



Origins of the State
The Force Theory
• The force theory states that one person or a small 

group took control of an area and forced all within it
to submit to that person’s or group’s rule.    

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=CWPkJD0YHeM

The Evolutionary Theory
• The evolutionary theory argues that the state evolved 

naturally out of the early family.
The Divine Right Theory
• The theory of divine right holds that God created the 

state and that God gives those of royal birth a “divine 
right” to rule. http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=4TAtRCJIqnk

The Social Contract Theory
–The social contract theory argues that 

the state arose out of a voluntary act of 
free people.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=CWPkJD0YHeM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=4TAtRCJIqnk


What Is Government?  
Government is the institution 
through which a society makes 
and enforces its public policies.

Public Policies are the things 
that the Government decides to 
do. Examples are taxation, 
defense, education, etc.



Three Basic Powers of Government
Legislative The power to make law 
and to frame public policies.
Executive Power the power to execute, 
enforce, and administer the laws.

Judicial the power to interpret laws, to 
determine their meaning and to settle 
disputes that arise within the society.



Defining Governmental Powers
Constitutions Are the body of 
fundamental laws setting out the 
principles, structures and 
processes of a government.

Most but not all countries have a 
constitution for this purpose.



The Purpose of Government
Preamble of the Constitution of the United States:

“We the People of the United States, in Order to:

1. form a more perfect Union, 
2. establish Justice, 
3. insure domestic Tranquility, 
4. provide for the common defense, 
5. promote the general Welfare, and 
6. secure the Blessings of Liberty

to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain 
and establish this Constitution for the 
United States of America.”



Classification of Governments
Governments are classified in 3 ways:

• WHO can participate

• WHERE the Power is

• HOW we choose the executive



The 4 Types 
of

Governments



January 16, 2018

Why do we have Government?

In your opinion is it doing what it is 
supposed to do? (why or why not)

What are the three ways
We classify governments?



Dictatorship/Autocracy NB p.8

One-person rule.  Ruler has total control.  
Absolute monarchs are also dictatorships.

ADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES
1. People may be united in their
loyalty to a dictator since there is no 
competition for trust and affection.

2. In an emergency, a dictator can 
move quickly to take action.  No 
time is lost in debate or 
discussion.

1. People are afforded little or no 
individual liberty.  Civil rights are 
trampled on.
2. A dictator�s policies suit his/her 
own needs.  Needs of the people 
may be neglected.
3. Decision making has a narrow 
base - can be flawed, wrong, 
dangerous, and not fully 
supported by the people.



ADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES

Oligarchy NB p. 8

Form of government in which the power is in the 
hands of a few persons or small group              
(who have the combined power of a dictator.)

1. Decisions can be made 
relatively quickly.
2. May provide expert 
leadership while avoiding the 
danger of one-person rule.
3. In theory, they are the most 
educated members of society. 
4. Members of the oligarchy 
listen to each other - they work 
together to rule.

Same as Dictatorship

(Needs and wants of the 
people are not necessarily 
considered.)



ADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES

Direct Democracy  NB p. 9

Government in which all citizens have equal 
power in decision making.

1. Every citizen has equal power in 
matters of government.  Every 
citizen is involved in the decision 
making.

2. Since all citizens are involved in 
decision making, there is a broad 
base of support and loyalty.

3. Individual liberties are 
protected.

1. Only works when a small number 
of people are involved.  Ability to 
gather all citizens in one place is 
necessary.

2.  Decision making involving all 
citizens is time-consuming.  All 
citizens give in-put, debate, etc...



ADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES

Representative (Indirect)                 
Democracy (Republic)

Government in which people elect representatives 
who hold the decision making power.             NB p. 9

1. Citizens are involved in 
decision making through their 
representatives, lobbying, and 
voting.
2. Representatives are aware 
their job depends on meeting the 
needs of their constituents.
3. More likely that all elements of 
the population are represented.

1. Decision making is time 
consuming.  Desire of 
representatives to please 
everyone may cripple system.

2. Representatives may not always 
agree with those they represent.

3. Lack of involved citizenry may 
allow special interest groups to 
influence or dominate 
representatives.



Classification by:       NB p. 12

Geographic Distribution of Power

Unitary Government
• all powers held by a

single, central 
agency.



Classification by: 
Geographic Distribution of Power

Confederate 
Government

• an alliance of 
independent 
states.



Classification by: 
Geographic Distribution of Power

Federal Government
• A federal government is one in which 

the powers of government are divided
between a central government and 
several local governments.

• An authority superior to both the central 
and local governments makes this 
division of power on a geographic basis.





August 26, 2011

• Most states have all government power 
going from The capital to the rest of the 
state we call this a ______ system

• The USA shares/divides its powers with 
the states we call this a  _____ system

• In Europe the independent countries work 
together without giving up their power in a 
________system



Classification by: Relationship between the     
Executive and Legislative Branches   NB. p. 13



Classification by: Relationship between the 
Executive and Legislative Branches



Classification by the Relationship between the 
Executive and Legislative Branches



Pg.
15



Create your own State (Country)
Using the information you have learned in this 
chapter, you will create your imaginary country. 
Your paper will include the following:
1. A map (25%) of your imaginary country that shows 
3 of the 4 elements of a state: Territory, population 
(how many and where do they live), and government 
(its capital). Your map should help explain how your 
country came to be. Legend required.
2. Your paper (75%) will describe how your country 
came to be (1 of the 4 theories of the origin of the 
state).  
3. Who gets to participate in your government?
4. Where is your governments power distributed?
5. What is the relationship between the legislative 
and executive?
6. What economic system will your country have?   



Knocksylvania
Population 6,307,501

Knocksville
Port o� Bob

Jentown

Laketown

Shelly�s
Vista

Capitol

City

Road



Knocksylvania

In the year 2025 after World War III destroyed most 
of �civilization� our founder created Knocksylvania.  
He looked far and wide for a place that was not 
radioactive.  When he saw this land with the 
mountain ranges and beautiful beaches and 
coastlines.  He knew that we could have a better life 
here.  The few people that were here agreed to the 
idea that we all could live together in a society and 
decided to write down the rules of government that 
we all could live with.



Characteristics 
of American Democracy

• Worth of the Individual
• Equality of All Persons
• Majority Rule, Minority Rights
• Necessity of Compromise
• Individual Freedom


